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Located on coastal dunes 10 kilometers south of Gaza City, the archaeological remains of Tell Umm el-‘Amr span more than four centuries, from the late Roman Empire to the Umayyad period. Characterized by five successive churches, bath and sanctuary complexes, geometric mosaics, and an expansive crypt, this Christian monastery was one of the largest in the Middle East. The earliest building, dating to the fourth century, is attributed to Saint Hilarion, a native of the Gaza region and the father of Palestinian monasticism. Abandoned after a seventh-century earthquake and uncovered by local archaeologists in 1999, the site stands amidst olive groves and dwellings of the adjacent town. As the only archaeological site accessible to the public in Gaza, Tell Umm el-'Amr is an enduring and treasured vestige in an area torn by conflict. Emergency protective measures were implemented in 2010, and local authorities are now interested in advancing the long-term preservation of the site and developing tourism infrastructure to encourage visitation, engage the community, and enhance the local economy.


St. Hilarion Monastery is located on the site of Khirbet Umm Amir, at the top of a high sand dune about 15 km south of Gaza City, 3 km west of Nusseirat, and 300 m from the Mediterranean Coast. The ruins at the site include church buildings, a monastery (with chapel, baptistery, burial crypt, and monks’ cells), a hammam, and a wall encircling the complex.  Within the buildings, mosaics of figures and geometric designs adorn the floors. The Monastery’s name comes from the belief that the site was originally built by St. Hilarion and is also his final resting place.
The ruins located on the site are believed to date back to the 4th to 8th centuries. The site was first settled by St. Hilarion, a Gazan from the village of Tabatha who had converted to Christianity in Egypt, during the 4th century as a hermitage. After 30 years, the monastery had attracted over 400 monks and the buildings of the complex were added around the church. In 362AD the monastery was destroyed and St. Hilarion was forced to flee by the Julian the Apostate. Eventually the complex was rebuilt and the remains of St. Hilarion were buried there around 371AD.
In 638AD, after the Muslim conquest, St. Hilarion’s Monastery ceased to function. By the 8th century, the Umayyads had converted all of the buildings of the complex. It is believed that the hammam was added during this period. After a devastating earthquake, the site was abandoned and used as a stone quarry by the residents of the neighboring villages.
The site is currently undergoing archaeological excavation, which has unearthed many artifacts from its long history.
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